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Highlights of Thirty-Nine Years of Service in New Jersey

1976 Community Health Law Project established by the New Jersey State Bar Association and designated by the New Jersey 
Supreme Court as a legal aid society

1978 Successful CHLP suit ensures that community residences for people with disabilities may operate in residential districts

1978 CHLP advocacy leads to amending the NJ Law Against Discrimination to apply to people with mental disabilities

1985 Federal lawsuit in Mercer County opens federally subsidized housing to people with mental health disabilities

1988 Successful CHLP lawsuit prohibits state from terminating adult dependents with mental disabilities from health insurance 
coverage under their parents’ State Health Benefits Plan

1994 CHLP receives U.S. Housing and Urban Development grant for work in removing architectural barriers in public            
accommodations 

1995 Favorable Appellate Division ruling on CHLP - initiated suit forces NJ casinos to implement affirmative action

  programs of employment for people with disabilities

1996 CHLP statewide survey shows that only 4% of residential multifamily units comply with state and federal architectural 
barrier laws

1996 CHLP federal court suit results in invalidation of NJ municipal zoning laws that exclude group homes for people with     
disabilities from residential neighborhoods            

2002 CHLP class action results in agreement by developer to fund $300,000 worth of accessibility renovations in 266            
residential units

2004 Successful CHLP precedent – setting Appellate Division decision excluding SSI benefits from being used for child 
support obligations of parents with disabilities in Burns v. Edwards

2005 CHLP successfully advocated for eliminating state and county institutional and hospital liens, and limiting cost of care 
for patients of public psychiatric hospitals

2005 CHLP successfully advocated for statewide ADA standards and compulsory training of local welfare agencies to identify 
and accommodate the special needs of people with disabilities

2005 CHLP advocacy leads to NJ Fair Housing Act amendment requiring all new multifamily Mt. Laurel housing to be 
adaptable for use by people with physical disabilities

2007 CHLP files federal court complaint against Port Authority of New York and New Jersey alleging that Jersey City PATH 
Station is inaccessible                                                                                                                                                              

2008      NJ Superior Court judge orders $1.5 million worth of retrofits to make condos accessible in ADA v. Renaissance   

2009 CHLP successfully advocated for a law requiring public official and commercial data companies to remove lien      
records of former psychiatric patients from public view 

2013 CHLP received grants from Robin Hood Foundation, Kessler Foundation and Hurricane Sandy NJ Relief Fund

2014 PATH case settled with the agreement to construct an elevator and lift to give access to the Grove Street Station

2014 CHLP awarded Sandy Legal Assistance contract
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	 The	past	fiscal	year	has	seen	New	Jersey’s	economic	situation	improve,	but	
not	to	the	degree	that	other	states	have.		In	fact,	New	Jersey	has	lagged	behind	
its	closest	neighbors.		The	state	has	continued	to	suffer	from	loss	of 	jobs,	transit	
issues,	an	increasing	number	of 	people	fell	into	the	lowest	income	brackets,	and	
the continuing loss of  affordable housing.  These losses are especially dire for our 
residents	who	live	with	substance	abuse	addictions,	and	disabilities,	our	seniors,	
and the many who are still recovering from Superstorm Sandy.
 The Community Health Law Project (CHLP) has continued its important role - 
assisting	New	Jersey’s	most	vulnerable	residents.		During	this	past	year,	we	completed	
the	majority	of 	our	efforts	as	a	federally	certified	Navigator	under	the	Affordable	
Care	Act.		We	reached	thousands	of 	people,	informing	them	about	health	insurance	and	how	to	enroll.		
Staff  assisted hundreds of  uninsured or under-insured individuals to enroll in the Federal Health Insurance 
Marketplace	or	in	NJ	Family	Care,	the	state’s	Medicaid	program.
	 Our	attorneys	and	advocates	have	also	provided	information,	counsel,	and	representation	in	a	variety	
of  matters to individuals and families still devasted by Sandy.  Staff  have helped to connect people to state 
and	federal	assistance	programs,	and	helped	to	address	housing	issues	such	as	tax	reductions,	mortgage	
foreclosure	settlements,	landlord	disputes,	and	litigated	matters	related	to	contractor	work	or	contracts.
 We have continued our services to help persons living in the community who are receiving home health 
services	including	personal	care	assistance,	private	duty	nursing,	and	durable	medical	supplies,	and	to	help	
resolve issues concerning the amount of  care received and continuation of  care.
	 The	above-mentioned	efforts	are	only	a	small	part	of 	the	overall	activities	of 	the	CHLP.		Over	4,700	
persons	were	 served	 this	fiscal	 year.	 	 Staff 	 represented	2,600	 individuals	 in	various	 civil	 legal	matters	
including	public	benefits	eligibility,	family	issues,	housing,	and	consumer	problems.
	 Our	five	regional	offices	and	four	satellite	offices	allow	our	staff 	to	be	accessible	throughout	the	state	
and to serve our clients in their local area.
	 We	are	proud	and	pleased	that	the	CHLP	continues	to	be	a	valued,	successful,	and	an	important	part	
of  the safety net.  The Law Project’s Board and staff  remain dedicated to assuring that the rights and 
entitlements of  New Jersey’s residents living with disabilities have a strong voice acting on their behalf.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sincerely,

       HAROLD B. GARWIN
       President/Executive Director
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Message from the Executive Director

Harold B. Garwin

To provide legal and advocacy services, training, education, and related activities to persons 
with disabilities and to organizations representing their interests, with an emphasis on 

those most vulnerable and needy.
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The Year in Review: July 2014 - June 2015
 The Community Health Law Project staff  have represented our clients in a myriad of  civil matters.  Some examples of  
the	types	of 	cases	that	we	have	been	involved	in	this	fiscal	year	include:

•  Superstorm Sandy Representation Update - FEMA has been actively pursuing recoupment of  disaster relief  funding 
that	it	claims	recipients	were	not	eligible	to	receive.		About	1,200	debt	repayment	notices	were	mailed	by	FEMA	starting	in	
October	2014.		Staff 	has	filed	appeals	of 	FEMA	repayment	notices	on	behalf 	of 	several	clients,	most	of 	whom	are	elderly	
or	disabled.	Other	cases	being	appealed	to	FEMA	involve	recoupment	of 	rental	housing	assistance,	storage	facility	costs	
and claims for back rent for staying in FEMA temporary housing after the storm.  The amounts being contested range from 
$2,500	to	$24,000.		Staff 	has	also	filed	complaints	in	Superior	Court	on	behalf 	of 	clients	who	were	victimized	by	storm	repair	
contractors,	an	engineering	firm,	a	power	company	and	new	home	contractors.		Several	of 	these	complaints	have	already	
resulted in favorable settlements.  Staff  continues to counsel and represent clients with regard to the State’s Superstorm 
Sandy	Disaster	Relief 	programs,	especially	the	Reconstruction,	Rehabilitation,	Elevation	and	Mitigation	(RREM)	program.		
Additionally,	staff 	has	developed	expertise	in	appealing	tax	assessments	for	owners	of 	Sandy	damaged	properties	and	has	
successfully appealed assessments in Monmouth and Bergen Counties.  

•  Client came to CHLP after being served with an overpayment notice from the State of  NJ.  Client is 84 years old and owns 
a	home	that	can	be	used	as	a	2	family	home	but	has	always	been	used	as	a	single	family	home.		In	2014,	the	state	learned	the	
house	that	the	client	owned	for	34	years	was	classified	as	a	2	family	home.	Thereafter,	the	state	demanded		the	client	repay	
50% of  her Property Tax Reimbursement and Homestead Rebates back to 2010 - the furthest back the state could claim. The 
demand	was	for	over	$8,000.		The	state’s	theory	was	that	client	was	only	entitled	to	50%	of 	her	rebates	since	an	individual	
can only have one primary residence instead of  two and therefore client was not entitled to make a refund claim on 100% 
of 	the	property	taxes	she	paid.		CHLP	filed	a	State	Tax	Complaint	challenging	the	overpayment.	CHLP	sought	assistance	
from	city	officials	to	develop	documentary	evidence	and	bolster	the	argument	that	the	house	in	question	is	functionally	a	
single	family	home.	The	state	ultimately	reversed	its	decision,	cleared	the	overpayment	and	changed	the	state	records	to	
reflect	that	the	client	occupies	a	single	family	home	and	is	entitled	to	100%	of 	any	future	property	tax	refunds	or	rebates.

•  Ms.	Q,	age	57,	suffers	from	post-traumatic	stress	disorder	and	bi-polar	disorder,	and	lives	with	her	four	children.		The	
New	Jersey	Department	of 	Community	Affairs	(DCA)	terminated	Ms.	Q’s	Section	8	housing	voucher,	alleging	that	she	
intentionally	failed	to	report	a	$29,000	lump	sum	child	support	payment.	Due	to	Ms.	Q’s	extremely	limited	English	proficiency	
and	her	disability,	she	did	not	immediately	notify	the	Section	8	office	of 	this	payment.		CHLP	requested	a	hearing	at	the	
Office	of 	Administrative	Law	(OAL).		We	made	several	arguments,	including	that	the	lump	sum	child	support	payment	
was	sporadic,	and	non	recurring	and	thus	not	“income”,	and	that	a	reasonable	accommodation	based	on	Ms.	Q’s	mental	
illness prevented her from strictly following the complex regulations that govern the Section 8 program.  DCA offered to 
settle	the	case	by	reinstating	Ms.	Q’s	Section	8	voucher.	As	a	result,	a	client	struggling	with	mental	illness	and	homelessness	
is now on the road to being reunited with her four children in a new home. 

•  Private duty nursing services had been provided to client for a period and then were terminated by his health care insurer.  
Client	has	a	continued	need	for	skilled	nursing	care	due	 to	his	significant	developmental	delays,	cognitive	 impairment,	
hypotonia,	and	he	is	non-verbal	and	non-ambulatory.	He	required	constant	monitoring	of 	oxygen	saturation	levels	and	
repositioning the body at night. Skilled nurses also provide medications and treatments for ulcerative colitis and immune 
disorder.		CHLP	filed	a	Stage	2	appeal	which	was	denied	within	about	one	day.	CHLP	requested	a	fair	hearing.	CHLP	requested	
an	independent	appeal	and	evaluation	through	the	New	Jersey	Department	of 	Banking	and	Insurance.	The	reviewing	agency,	
Permedion,	made	a	decision	to	overturn	the	decision,	ordering	that	private	duty	nursing	services	continue	at	the	same	rate.

•  CHLP health navigator met a 70 year old Spanish speaking woman at a health fair.  She recently married and due to 
her	new	husband’s	income,	her	SSI	benefits	were	terminated.		She	attempted	to	apply	for	NJ	Family	Care/Medicaid	but	
was	turned	away	by	the	county	social	services	office,	erroneously	telling	her	that	she	did	not	qualify.		Staff 	met	with	her,	
explained	the	application	process,	and	successfully	enrolled	her	in	expanded	Medicaid	under	the	ACA. 
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Ann Klein Advocate Awards
The	27th	annual	Ann	Klein	Advocate	Awards,	held	on	October	23,	2014,	at	The	Wilshire	Grand	Hotel,	honored	exceptional	people:	

Christopher C. Botta, Esq., Mayor, Borough of  Ramsey
Vicky DeRosa, Founder & CEO, V Well Health
Rev. Robert F. Kaeding, Executive Director & Founder, The Center in Asbury Park, Inc.
MWW, Public Relations/Public Affairs
Krystal L. Odell, Director of  Supportive Services, Pennrose Management Company; President/CEO, PennReach
Betty Redman, LPN, CPRP, Manager, Learning Recovery Center of  Wildwood, Collaborative Support Programs of  New Jersey
James Weisman, Esq., SVP & General Counsel, United Spinal Association, was presented with The Mike Lione Accessibility 

Award,	given	 in	memory	of 	our	 former	Chair	and	 long-time	Board	member,	 in	 recognition	of 	Mike’s	significant	
efforts on behalf  of  people living with disabilities.    

The	event	was	attended	by	157	individuals	with	major	support	from	Verizon;	Columbia	Bank;	Johnson	&	Johnson	Law	Department;	
Trenk,	DiPasquale,	Della	Fera	&	Sodono,	P.C.;	Employers	Association	of 	New	Jersey;	Gibbons	P.C.;	McCarter	&	English,	LLP;	
Mutual	of 	America;	Karen	&	Ken	Rosen;	and	Starr,	Gern,	Davison	&	Rubin,	P.C..
     Christopher Botta	serves	as	the	president	of 	Ramsey	Housing,	Inc.	(RHI),	a	nonprofit	corporation	created	and	formed	to	
oversee the development and construction of  special needs housing for young adults with autism.  RHI has constructed and currently 
manages	a	special	needs	housing	residence	in	the	Borough	of 	Ramsey	called	“Airmount	Woods,”	which	provides	independent	living	
for	young	adults	with	Autism	Spectrum	Disorders.		It	is	the	first	residence	of 	its	kind	in	the	State	of 	New	Jersey,	and	a	model	for	
future development throughout the state and country.
     Vicky DeRosa	lost	most	of 	her	eyesight	to	a	rare	disease	that	causes	abrupt	and	permanent	blindness,	and	was	diagnosed	to	
become completely blind.  She set her own course for recovery through faith and healthy living.  In a development that confounded 
doctors,	she	regained	much	of 	her	sight	and	it	continues	to	improve	today.		She	partnered	with	her	son	to	morph	her	health	and	
fitness	studio	into	an	“online	health	club”	with	the	goal	of 	making	it	easy	and	affordable	for	absolutely	anyone,	anywhere,	to	live	a	
healthy lifestyle.
					In	1992,	Father Bob founded The Center in Asbury Park to serve people living with HIV/AIDS in Monmouth and Ocean 
Counties.		Today,	The	Center	is	comprised	of 	the	headquarters	and	Center	House	which	has	25	studio	apartments	for	formerly	
homeless	single	women	and	men	who	are	living	with	HIV/AIDS.		Since	the	new	complex	opened	in	2006,	more	than	70	individuals	
have lived there—all of  whom were homeless before they moved in.  Over 75 volunteers assist  in The Center’s daily efforts.  Father 
Bob and The Center are a vital part of  the Asbury Park community.
					In	1986,	MWW	was	founded	in	NJ	with	one	employee	and	representing	just	one	client.		Today,	MWW	is	a	leading	full-service	
public	relations/public	affairs	firm	with	more	than	250	communications	professionals	collaborating	across	offices	in	US	and	UK.		
MWW provides staff  with a platform for individuals to volunteer time and support.  This is in addition to the pro bono and 
discounted	services	that	MWW	performs	as	a	company	for	charitable	interests.		The	company’s	“Good	Matters”	program,	where	
all	MWW	employees	receive	up	to	8	hours	of 	paid	time	off 	per	year	to	participate	in	community	service	activities	of 	their	choice,	
underscores MWW’s long-standing commitment to giving back to the community.  MWW also provides company-sponsored 
programs.
     Krystal Odell	is	the	Director	of 	Supportive	Services	for	Pennrose	Management	Company,	one	of 	the	foremost	developers	
of 	affordable	housing	in	the	Northeast	and	President/CEO	of 	PennReach,	a	nonprofit	serving	the	needs	of 	families,	seniors	and	
special	needs	residents	of 	low	income	housing.		She	has	been	an	advocate	in	the	field	of 	disability	services	in	NJ	for	the	last	30	years.		
Her	experience	of 	being	the	sibling	of 	a	person	with	a	disability	has	fueled	her	passion	for	providing	the	best	quality	services	for	
people with special needs.
     Betty Redman is the founder and manager of  the Collaborative Support Programs of  New Jersey (CSPNJ) Learning and 
Recovery	Center	(LRC),	which	is	a		peer-run	self-help	center	that	has	become	a	significant	service	provider	and	voice	for	a	diverse	
group	of 	individuals	who	have	experienced	living	with	mental	illness,	homelessness	and	substance	abuse.		Through	Betty’s	efforts	
and	leadership,	the	LRC	has	become	a	strong	advocacy	voice	for	those	living	with	disabilities	within	Cape	May	County.		Because	of 	
her	nursing	skills,	Betty	has	become	a	leading	advocate	for	recovery	and	wellness	initiatives	throughout	the	state.
					For	35	years,	James Weisman has advocated for the rights of  people with disabilities including helping craft the landmark 
Americans with Disabilities Act of  1990 (ADA).  He is a founding member of  the Board of  Directors of  the American Association 
of  People with Disabilities (AAPD) and was appointed to the Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board (Access 
Board) by President Bill Clinton.  He has brought several suits that have resulted in major settlements:  creating curb cuts for 
wheelchair	users,	an	accessible	bus	network,	paratransit	van	service	and	elevators	that	make	subway	stations	accessible.		Jim	certainly	
embodies the actions and ideals of  the Mike Lione Award.  We are pleased to present him this award for his leadership and 
significant	accomplishments	in	assuring	accessibility	for	persons	with	disabilities.
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Funding Sources
Fiscal Year 2015

City	of 	Newark,	Department	of 	Child	and	Family	Well-Being

	 Division	of 	Health	Planning,	Ryan	White	Program

The IOLTA Fund of  the Bar of  New Jersey

Legal	Services	of 	New	Jersey,	Inc.

Monmouth County Mental Health Board

State of  New Jersey:

 Department of  Children and Families

	 Department	of 	Health	and	Senior	Services,	Division	of 	HIV,	STD	and	TB	Services

	 Department	of 	Human	Services,	Commission	for	the	Blind	and	Visually	Impaired

	 Department	of 	Human	Services,	Division	of 	Developmental	Disabilities

	 Department	of 	Human	Services,	Division	of 	Mental	Health	and	Addiction	Services

The Stephen Colbert Americone Dream Fund of  Coastal Community Foundation

Union County Division on Aging

US	Department	of 	Health	and	Human	Services,	Centers	for	Medicare	and	Medicaid	Services, 

						Center	for	Consumer	Information	and	Insurance	Oversight,	Cooperative	Agreement	to	 

      Support Navigators in Federally-facilitated and State Partnership Marketplaces 

van	Ameringen	Foundation,	Inc.

Marjorie Wyman Trust

As always, the true highlight of the year is the number of clients served: in FY2015, the Community Health 
Law Project provided legal services to 4,787 persons with disabilities in New Jersey.  Since its founding in 1976, 
CHLP has provided services to tens of thousands of residents living with disabilities and their families.



~ 6 ~

Statement of Financial Position
As of  June 30, 2015

ASSETS
Cash	 	 	 	 	 	 	 $417,265
Cash	Escrow	 	 	 	 	 	 				23,710
Investments	 	 	 	 	 	 		531,244	
Grants	and	Contracts	Receivable	 	 	 		255,015
Other	Receivables			 	 	 	 	 				48,079	
Prepaid	Expenses	 	 	 	 	 				15,757	
Property	and	Equipment	 	 	 	 		166,989
Security Deposits                     29,178  

 TOTAL ASSETS               $1,487,237
  
LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
Accounts	Payable	 	 	 	 	 	$64,372
Accrued	Expenses	 	 	 	 	 	216,869
Client’s	Escrow	Deposits	 	 	 	 			23,710	
Refundable Advances         - - - - -
Due	to	Grantor		 	 	 	 	 			57,970
Current Maturities of  Mortgage Payable      	13,000
 Total Current Liabilities              $375,921     

Mortgage Payable, Less Current Maturities   $13,000 

 TOTAL LIABILITIES     $388,921
Net Assets
Unrestricted	Net	Assets		 	 	 												$488,184
Temporarily Restricted Assets                 610,132 
 
 TOTAL NET ASSETS              $1,098,316
 TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS           $1,487,237
  __________________________________________________

Income and Expenses
For the Year Ending June 30, 2015

INCOME      EXPENSES
Grants	&	Contracts	 	 $5,565,117	 	 Legal	&	Advocacy	Services	 	$5,294,304
Attorney	Fees	 	 						 					467,776	 	 Policy,	Planning,	Training,
Contributions	 	 								 					196,338	 	 				 Administration	&	
Fundraising	 	 	 							68,357	 	 		 Fundraising	 	 			
Interest	&	Other	Income	 							40,549         1,014,296
    $6,338,137       $6,308,600



CHLP’s Programs and Services
The essential mission of  the Community Health Law Project is to provide legal and advocacy services to New 

Jersey	residents	with	disabilities.	We	serve	consumers	of 	mental	health	services,	people	with	physical	disabilities,	
HIV/AIDS,	developmental	disabilities,	and	visual	impairments.	Our	attorneys	and	advocates	represent	clients	
in	matters	involving	Social	Security	benefits,	welfare,	food	stamps,	and	other	entitlements;	housing	habitability	
and	 landlord/tenant	disputes;	 foreclosure	defense;	 consumer	protection	and	debt	collection;	 child	 support,	
and	domestic	 violence;	Medicaid,	Medicare,	 and	other	health	 insurance	 issues;	 civil	 rights;	 and	barrier-free	
accessibility.	In	FY2015	(July	1,	2014	to	June	30,	2015),	CHLP	represented	4,787	clients.	An	example	of 	how	
the Law Project’s direct services adjusts to the needs of  our clients is the effect of  Superstorm Sandy on people 
living with disabilities. 

In	Monmouth,	Ocean,	Atlantic	and	Cape	May	Counties,	our	regional	offices	addressed	new	problems	that	
many	of 	our	clients	faced	from	the	storm’s	devastation.		With	funding	from	federal	and	state	contracts,	the	Law	
Project	staff 	assisted	clients	who	had	lost	their	medication,	their	apartments,	their	homes,	and	in	some	cases,	all	
of  their possessions.  Staff  assisted in helping clients relocate to emergency housing and represented them in 
seeking a return of  their security deposits.  Staff  initiated actions to have rental assistance vouchers transferred 
to	new	housing	and	after	their	former	housing	was	rehabilitated,	to	have	the	landlords	continue	to	rent	to	our	
clients,	and	resolved	issues	with	building	contractors	and	architects.

Beyond	these	simple	but	important	issues,	many	more	complicated	events	unfolded.		As	the	federal	and	state	
governments	entered	the	arena	to	provide	assistance,	many	of 	our	clients	were	caught	in	the	web	of 	FEMA	and	
DCA	applications	and	appeals.		This	event	further	heightened	the	difficulties	of 	persons	living	with	disabilities	
to	live	in	our	communities,	but	with	a	yeoman’s	effort,	the	Law	Project	staff 	has	been	extremely	successful	in	
advocating on behalf  of  our clients during this special circumstance.

In	addition	to	the	examples	of 	services	described	above,	CHLP	operates	several	unique	programs:

To Your Health. The program concentrates on two important issues facing our clients:  providing assistance 
to individuals with mental health and co-occurring addictions to enroll under the Affordable Care Act in the 
new	Medicaid	Expansion	Program	and	the	Healthcare	Marketplace.			For	other	clients,	we	have	assisted	and	
represented	individuals	receiving	home	health	care	who	have	had	their	health	care	services	denied,	terminated	
or reduced by the health care insurance carrier.

Student Internship Program.	Since	1988,	CHLP	has	been	holding	its	annual	Ann	Klein	Advocate	Awards,	
the	proceeds	of 	which	support	its	student	internship	program.	Using	these	funds,	as	well	as	funding	from	Legal	
Services	of 	New	Jersey,	CHLP	has	been	able	to	hire	several	law	students	and	graduate	students	every	year	to	
work	in	its	branch	offices	on	direct	legal	services,	and	its	South	Orange	office	on	civil	rights	cases.	In	so	doing,	
it helps to train and inspire the next generation of  disabilities advocates and attorneys.

Civil Rights and ADA Litigation.  For many years the CHLP has been a leading voice and advocate for 
clients in Fair Housing and Americans with Disabilities litigation.  Staff  continue to assist clients in asserting 
their rights and seeking accommodations.

Training and Workshops. CHLP offers a wide range of  workshops for consumers and professionals. With 
the	support	of 	the	New	Jersey	State	Bar	Foundation,	it	presents	an	annual	Law	&	Disability	Issues	Conference	
at the New Jersey Law Center in New Brunswick every spring. Subjects range from civil rights cases to health 
care issues to new laws affecting people in institutional settings. CHLP staff  is always ready to speak on the 
entire	range	of 	legal	topics	that	affect	the	organization’s	clients.	Staff 	also	offer	interactive	workshops	on	the	
civil rights of  persons with disabilities and on health care issues. 

~ 7 ~



~ 8 ~

Public Policy Advocacy. CHLP staff  has continued to address system-wide issues that affect our clients 
in	 a	 number	 of 	ways.	 For	 example,	we	participated	 in	 statewide	 coalitions	 such	 as	 the	New	 Jersey	Anti-
Poverty Network and the Affordable Housing Network and various county professional advisory committees 
to local mental health planning boards. We took active roles in the government affairs committees and 
activities	 of 	 statewide	organizations	 such	 as	Disability	Rights	New	 Jersey,	 the	Mental	Health	Association	
in	New	Jersey,	Arc	of 	New	Jersey,	and	New	Jersey	Association	of 	Mental	Health	and	Addiction	Agencies.	
Our direct service staff  attorneys and advocates participated in numerous local advisory boards and task 
forces	 around	 the	 state	 addressing	 issues	 such	 as	 homelessness,	mental	 illness,	 developmental	 disabilities,	
Social	 Security,	HIV/AIDS	 services,	 prisoner	 reentry	 and	human	 services.	 In	 addition,	 our	 attorneys	 and	
advocates provided community education and training around the state on a variety of  topics of  concern 
to	people	with	disabilities.		An	example	of 	this	effort	is	our	South	Jersey	office	attending	monthly	meetings	
with the public policy sub-committee of  the Mental Health Association of  Southwestern New Jersey‘s Board 
working on getting the Camden County Board of  Social Services to be more responsive and sensitive to the 
needs	of 	mental	health	consumers	and	improving	access	to	their	services;	and	providing	training	to	boarding	
home/residential health care facility operators and residential services providers on Social Security issues. 
    Fee-for-Service Program.  The CHLP has initiated a Fee-for-Service (FFS) representation program for 
individuals with disabilities whose income exceeds CHLP’s income guidelines to obtain free legal representation 
or for those individuals with disabilities for whom CHLP has no funding to provide free legal representation.  
Under	the	FFS	program,	CHLP	bills	its	legal	services	on	a	sliding	scale,	from	$125	to	$175	per	hour,	depending	
on	the	client’s	income.		Legal	services	are	provided	in	such	areas	as	special	education,	social	security,	special	
needs	trusts,	health	insurer’s	denial	of 	coverage	or	services,	guardianships,	expungements,	name	changes,	wills,	
living	wills,	powers	of 	attorney,	fair	housing	and	ADA	issues,	and	certain	other	civil	law	matters.		

LAW & DISABILITY ISSUES CONFERENCE
CHLP’s	annual	Law	&	Disability	Issues	Conference,	sponsored	by	the	New	Jersey	State	Bar	Foundation	and	the	New	Jersey	
Institute	for	Continuing	Legal	Education,	was	held	on	March	12,	2015.
Super Storm Sandy - Cases and Issues
Moderator:  Jerome Keelen, Esq.,	Staff 	Attorney,	Community	Health	Law	Project 
Panel: Jessica Limbacher, Esq.,	Staff 	Attorney,	Volunteer	Lawyers	for	Justice;	Sue Marticek,	Executive	Director,	Ocean	
County	Long	Term	Recovery	Group;	Zachary A. Rynar, Esq.,	Advisor	to	US	Senator	Bob	Menendez; Janet Sharma,	
CEO,	Volunteer	Center	of 	Bergen	County	and	Chair,	Bergen	County	Long	Term	Recovery	Committee;	Arnold	Valentin,	Jr.,	
Assistant	Program	Director,	Catholic	Charities;	Theresa McGrath,	Disaster	Case	Manager,	Catholic	Charities
Workshop 1- Managed Long-Term Services and Support:  Care for the Chronically III
Moderator:  Kimberly Salomon,	Senior	Staff 	Advocate,	Community	Health	Law	Project 
Panel: Lowell Arye,	Deputy	Commissioner,	New	Jersey	Department	of 	Human	Services;	Jennifer Langer Jacobs,	Vice	
President,	LTSS	Operations,	Amerigroup	New	Jersey;	Susan Seidel, Esq.,	Senior	Staff 	Attorney,	Disability	Rights	New	Jersey
Workshop 2- Affordable Care Act and Medicaid Expansion:  Second Year Status 
Moderator:  Laura Bagwell,	Supervising	Advocate,	Community	Health	Law	Project 
Panel: Thomas M. Bane, LMSW,	Centers	for	Medicare	&	Medicaid	Services	(CMS)/Consortium	for	Medicare	Health	Plan	
Operations	(CMHPO);	Wardell Sanders, Esq.,	President,	New	Jersey	Association	of 	Health	Plans;	Robin	Stockton,	ACA	
Certified	Navigator,	Center	for	Family	Services;	New Jersey Division of  Medical Assistance and Health Services Invited
Workshop 3 - Supportive Housing - Community Housing with Support for People with Disabilities: 
           Current Issues and Next Steps 
Moderator:  Harold B. Garwin,	President/Executive	Director,	Community	Health	Law	Project 
Panel: Valerie Mielke,	Assistant	Director,	New	Jersey	Division	of 	Mental	Health	and	Addiction	Services;	Krystal L. Odell,	
President/CEO,	PennReach	and	Supportive	Housing	Association	Board	of 	Trustees;	Leslie Stivale, MA, CPRP,	Executive	
Director,	Triple	C	Housing,	Inc.
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Board of Trustees
Richard	D.	Trenk,	Esq.	
Chairperson

Diane	E.	Sugrue,	Esq.	
Vice-Chairperson

Patrick	W.	Thaller,	M.B.A.
 Treasurer

Harold	B.	Garwin,	Esq.
 President/Executive Director

Bebe	S.	Antell,	M.A.
Louis	A.	Chiafullo,	Esq.
Lorraine	D’Sylva-Lee,	B.A.,	M.P.A.
David	A.	Filippelli,	Esq.

Paula	A.	Franzese,	Esq.
Alvin	Friedland,	M.D.
Sharon	A.	Grossman,	M.B.A.
Thomas	C.	Jardim,	Esq.
Barbara	Johnston,	M.A.
William	A.	Krais,	Esq.
Ava-Marie	Madeam,	Esq.
Lawrence	N.	Meyerson,	Esq.
Kenneth	A.	Rosen,	Esq.
Steven	C.	Rother,	Esq.
Charles	F.	Rysavy,	Esq.
John	J.	Sarno,	Esq.
Terri	R.	Soaries,	Esq.
Nicholas	Stevens,	Esq.
Wayne	D.	Vivian,	B.A.
Franklin	K.	Wyman,	Esq.,	Ph.D.

Advisory Boards and Task Forces on which CHLP Staff Participate:

Anti – Poverty Network 
Atlantic City Long Term Recovery Group
Atlantic County Long Term Recovery Group
Atlantic County Mental Health Board Professional Advisory Committee
Camden County Mental Health Board Boarding Home/Residential   
 Services Committee
Cape May Long Term Recovery Group
Commissioner of  Human Services Executive Advisory Committee
Community	Planning	&	Advocacy	Council
Department of  Community Affairs Barrier-Free Subcode Committee
Disability	Rights	New	Jersey,	PAIMI	Advisory	Council
Essex County Mental Health Board Professional Advisory Committee
Essex Vicinage Advisory Committee on Minority Concerns
Hudson County Food and Shelter Coalition
Hudson County Mental Health Board
Hudson County Professional Advisory Committee
Leadership New Jersey Board of  Directors
Medical Assistance Advisory Council
Mental Health Association in New Jersey Board of  Trustees
Mental Health Association in New Jersey Public Policy Committee
Mental Health Association in Passaic County 
Mental Health Association in Southwest New Jersey Board of  Trustees
Mental Health Association in Southwest New Jersey Boarding Home    
	 &	Public	Policy	Comm.
Mental	Health	Association	in	Southwest	New	Jersey	&	Camden	Mental		
 Health Board Ad Hoc Committee
Mercer County HIV Collaborative
Mercer County Mental Health Board Professional Advisory Committee
Mercer County SSI SOAR Committee

Monday Morning Project
Monmouth County CEAS (Comprehensive Emergency 
 Assistance Program)
Monmouth	County	Division	on	Aging,	Disabilities,	&	Veterans	Services
Monmouth County Long Term Recovery Group
Monmouth County Mental Health Board Professional Advisory Committee
Monmouth County Re-entry Task Force
Newark	EMA	Early	Intervention	&	Retention	Collaborative	(EIRC)
Newark EMA Health Services HIV Planning Council
New	Jersey	Association	of 	Mental	Health	&	Addiction	Service	Agencies
New Jersey Division of  Developmental Disabilities:   
 Dialog with the Division
New Jersey Mental Health Coalition
New	Jersey	Partners:	Aging,	Mental	Health	and	Substance	Abuse,	Inc.
New Jersey SHARES
New	Jersey	Voluntary	Organizations	Active	in	Disaster
Ocean County Justice Involved Task Force
Ocean County Long Term Recovery Group
Ocean County Mental Health Board Professional Advisory Committee
Ocean County Professional Advisory Committee on Alcohol 
 and Drug Abuse
Passaic County Mental Health Board Professional Advisory Committee
Senior Legislative Issues Coalition of  Union County
Seton Hall Law School Diversity Council
Statewide Recovery Partners
The Arc of  New Jersey Government Affairs Committee
Union County Department of  Human Services Code Blue Committee
Union County Foreclosure Task Force
Union County Mental Health Board Professional Advisory Committee
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New Cases FY2015

Clients Served by Disability
FY2015 Total = 4,787
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www.chlp.org

North Jersey
650 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite 210

Bloomfield, NJ  07003

973.680.5599

FAX: 973.680.1488

TTY: 973.680.1116

Email: Bloomfield@chlp.org

East Jersey
65 Jefferson Avenue, Suite 402

Elizabeth, NJ  07201

908.355.8282

FAX: 908.355.3369

Email: Elizabeth@chlp.org

35 Journal Square, Suite 831

Jersey City, NJ  07306

201.963.6295

FAX: 201.239.6365

Shore Area
1 Main Street, Suite 413

Eatontown, NJ  07724

732.380.1012

FAX: 732.380.1015

Email: Eatontown@chlp.org

44 Washington Street, Suite 2C

Toms River, NJ  08753

732.349.6714

FAX: 732.349.6935

Central Jersey
225 East State Street, Suite 5

Trenton, NJ  08608

609.392.5553

FAX/TTY: 609.392.5369

Email: Trenton@chlp.org

4 Commerce Place

Mt. Holly, NJ  08060

609.261.3453

FAX: 609.261.8596

South Jersey
Station House Office Building

900 Haddon Avenue, Suite 400

Collingswood, NJ  08108

Phone/TTY: 856.858.9500

FAX: 856.858.9545

Email: Collingswood@chlp.org

1701 New Road

Northfield, NJ  08225

856.858.9500

Administrative Office
185 Valley Street

South Orange, NJ  07079

973.275.1175

FAX: 973.275.5210

TTY: 973.275.1721

Email: chlpinfo@chlp.org


